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SaLT: Introduction, Session 1



Revelation and The Word of God
God Reveals 

Devotional Prelude
Scripture Readings

1

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.

There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.

Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.

In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his


pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course.

It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat.”

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.

The statues of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.

The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.

The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever.

The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous.

They are more precious than gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.

By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.










Psalm 19:1-11 
2


The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

Romans 1:18-21

Thoughts and Meditations

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Preparatory Questions

1. How do we know anything about God?

2. What does the world in which we live tell us about God?

3. What role does the Bible play in God’s communication to us?

Scripture Memorization

Lesson


Texts for Study 

OLD TESTAMENT
1. Psalm 19


GOSPELS
1. Luke 24:25-27


ACTS (of the Apostles)
1. Acts 14:15-17


EPISTLES
1. Romans 1:16-21

2. Hebrews 1:1-2
Outline of Lesson


I.
God reveals Himself in a general way.  General Revelation
A. This is revelation that goes out to all people through the natural order of creation (Psalm 19:3-6; Romans 1:19-20; Acts 14:15-17).

B. Creation announces the glory of God (Psalm 19:1-2; Romans 1:20) by communicating to us some of the basic things regarding God’s Being (Romans 1:20).

C. This announcement leaves people without an excuse (Romans 1:20).

D. Though all men have apprehended truth regarding God, they have all rejected the implications of this truth (Romans 1:21).

II.
God reveals Himself in a special way.  Special Revelation
A. This is revelation that comes through special agents (miracles, visions, events, prophets, etc.) for a special purpose (to establish and fulfill God’s plan of redemption).

B. There are two types of Special Revelation.  They both work together to communicate God’s plan of redemption to us.

1. Act Revelation


a.
This type involves special events.


b.
Example: The event of the crucifixion of Jesus 


Christ (Mark 15:21-41).

2.
Word Revelation


a.
This type involves verbal communication, spoken 


or written.


b.
Example: The explanation of the crucifixion of 


Jesus Christ in Scripture (Romans 3:21-26).

C. Here are some important characteristics of Special Revelation:


1.
Special Revelation is redemptive. 



a.
It has the power to affect the mind, heart, and soul 



of a person (Psalms 19:7-11), changing them 



forever unto God’s glory.

b. It is primarily about Jesus Christ (Luke 24:25-27).

c. It culminates in the person of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-2).



2.
Special Revelation is propositional (Romans 1:17).



3.
Special Revelation is authoritative (Psalms 19:7-9).



4.
Special Revelation is progressive (it builds on what has 



come before it) (Matthew 5:17).

Principles To Live By

1.
Creation speaks of the glory of God and calls us to acknowledge that glory in worship and thanksgiving.

2.      God’s Word is living and active; its precepts regarding salvation demand
     that we respond to Him through faith.  God’s Word in the power of the

     Holy Spirit is alone effective to change the heart of sinners and to reveal 

     salvation to them.

Personal Reflection
Summary
Write a personal summary of what you have learned (This might include points of agreement, disagreement, confusion, and further questions for prayer and study).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Questions To Consider…

· Do you think that your present level of response to God as Creator is appropriate? What about your response to God as Redeemer?

· It is very obvious throughout Scripture that God is depicted as a communicative Being.  What conclusions can you draw from this principle about the things that bring Him delight?

· If God’s Word has the capacity to transform us as the Psalmist testifies, what priority should it have in our lives?  How can you make this priority a reality in your daily setting?

For Further Meditation…

“Bavink was correct when he wrote that ‘with the reality of revelation, therefore, Christianity stands or falls.’  From the side of the knowledge of God or of content the Christian faith is totally dependent upon special revelation.  Redemption is more fundamental that revelation in the sense that revelation is light thrown upon redemption, but from the perspective of religious theory of knowledge special revelation is the most important doctrine of the Christian faith.  If there were no revelation there would be no possibility of the knowledge of God, for, according to our previous metaphor, there would be no autobiography of God.  With the loss of revelation would also proceed pari passu the loss of the foundations of Christian piety and of the Christian Church (which is the pillar and ground of truth, I Tim. 3:15).”   

Bernard Ramm, Special Revelation and the Word

 of God
“General revelation is rooted in creation, is addressed to man as man, and more particularly to human reason, and finds its purpose in the realization of the end of his creation, to know God and thus enjoy communion with Him.  Special revelation is rooted in the redemptive plan of God, is addressed to man as sinner, can be properly understood and appropriated only by faith, and serves the purpose of securing the end for which man was created in spite of the disturbance wrought by sin.”


Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology

“Revelation is our personal Creator and Upholder addressing us in order to make friends with us.  We do not find Him; rather, He finds us.  He sees us as rebels against Him, with our minds blinded and our characters twisted by sin, actively dishonoring Him by stifling His truth and serving false gods.  But His Word addressed to us in Christ, though it begins as bad news, with a disclosure to us of judgment under which we stand, is essentially good news; for it is a word of pardon and peace, a message of reconciliation by the death of Jesus and of ‘a way back to God from the dark paths of sin.’





J. I. Packer, God Has Spoken  

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to consider how God has historically communicated Himself to mankind, and how you should appropriately respond to Him.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the term General Revelation, its purposes, and the response it calls for.





Understand the term Special Revelation, its purposes, and the response it calls for.

















God Has Revealed Himself as Creator and Redeemer





“Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.” (Psalm119:89)








